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Your invitation to engage with the trucking 
industry at the premier gathering of freight  
& transport professionals and leaders in NSW.

APRIL 6TH 2022.  
THE WATERVIEW, BICENTENNIAL PARK.
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YOUR 
INVITATION
While Covid-19 has been a challenging 
period for the trucking industry, there 
are positive signs ahead. From everyone 
on the board, we invite you to join us at 
our annual conference as we look ahead 
to the future of the industry.

RFNSW Board members meeting  
with NSW Premier, Dominic Perrotett

LOPEZ BROS TRANSPORT

RELIABLE TRANSPORT PERSONALISED FOR YOUR NEEDS

The RFNSW Board Directors is  
made up from members including:
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OUR NEW 
CHAIRMAN
Road Freight NSW is pleased to announce 
national transport industry veteran 
Austin Vella as its new Chairman.
Austin has over 35 years’ experience in the trucking industry and  
is the Managing Director of Vellex, a family-owned and operated 
business, focusing on providing freight distribution and logistics 
solutions across Australia.

Vella is a long-term member of the RFNSW Board of Directors and  
is also Vice Chairman of the Australian Trucking Association (ATA),  
with a reputation within industry for his passion and commitment  
to prioritising safety on the roads. He replaces Leigh Smart as  
RFNSW Chairman.

Austin represents and advocates for RFNSW members and the wider 
trucking industry and works with transport regulators to ensure a 
safe, compliant and profitable industry to service the needs of the 
community.
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ABOUT ROAD  
FREIGHT NSW
Originating in 1893, Road Freight NSW (RFNSW) is the peak 
industry organisation for the road and freight industry in NSW  
and engages in advocacy, government and media relations on 
behalf of members.

Road Safety 

Maintenance  
& Compliance

Workplace  
Relations

Fatigue  
Management

Over-Size & 
Over-Mass Access

Productivity &  
Safety Gains

Access 

Driver Health  
And Well-Being

Advocacy through 
COVID pandemic

Government  
Relations

Media  
Relations

Ports 

Speed  
Management

Load Restraint 

Training 
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ABOUT ROAD  
FREIGHT NSW 
Road Freight NSW partners with industry leaders  
to ensure our members get the best deals.

The heavy vehicle industry in NSW needs a  
professional voice for the operators – Road Freight  
NSW is that voice.
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My role at Road Freight NSW is to continue to 
build our reputation as a respected advocate 
for trucking operators and be a conduit to 
government, regulators and enforcement agencies. 
I want RFNSW to be an organisation that members 
can be proud of and one that others will want  
to join. Together we can all improve the  
culture within the road freight industry.

Simon O’Hara 
CEO, Road Freight NSW

“

”

FROM THE CEO

Simon O’Hara, RFNSW 2019 Conference & Awards
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ABOUT THE RFNSW 
CONFERENCE
• The inaugural RFNSW Forum was held in September 2016 at the 

Rooty Hill RSL with 80 delegates in attendance.

• Our first conference as an independent organisation in 2018 
attracted 160 delegates.

• The 2019 conference at the Waterview in Homebush attracted over  
200 delegates and received overwhelmingly positive feedback from  
delegates who attended.

• In 2022, we aim to deliver a conference that deals head on with the  
many challenges facing operators in NSW, engaging government,  
policy makers and all industry stakeholders to ensure the voice of  
the NSW Operator is heard.
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PROMOTING THE 
2022 CONFERENCE
Our 2022 conference will be promoted across  
all our key channels, including:

RFNSW WEBSITE FACEBOOK YOUTUBE TWITTER E-NEWSLETTER 
SUBSCRIBERS

INDUSTRY 
PUBLICATIONS
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ABOUT FREIGHT NEWS



9

ABOUT FREIGHT NEWS

Freight News, 15 August 2021
PRIORITY VACCINATION ACCESS FOR NSW FREIGHT WORKERS

A message from our CEO
Media Release: Sydney, Australia. 15 August, 2021. 

PRIORITY VACCINATION ACCESS FOR NSW FREIGHT WORKERS

Peak body Road Freight NSW (RFNSW) has welcomed the announcement that
Australia has secured an additional million doses of the Pfizer vaccine and that NSW
freight and transport workers in COVID areas of concern will be given priority access
to vaccinations over the next week.

Half of the vaccines will be sent to NSW and used to vaccinate people aged between
16 to 39 in the Local Government Areas (LGA) of concern. From Monday 16 August to
Sunday 22 August, freight and transport workers and other export supply chain
operators from Blacktown, Campbelltown, Canterbury-Bankstown, Cumberland,
Fairfield, Georges River, Liverpool and  Paramatta LGAs and the suburbs of Caddens,
Claremont Meadows, Colyton, Erskine Park, Kemps Creek, Kingswood, Mount Vernon,
North St Marys, Orchard Hills, Oxley Park, St Clair and St Marys, will be able to book a
priority appointment to get vaccinated at a number of clinics.

RFNSW Chief Executive Officer Simon O’Hara described it as a win for RFNSW
members and other transport staff working across critical supply chains throughout
the latest COVID outbreak.

“This vindicates RFNSW’s long-running campaign for essential freight and transport
staff to be given priority access to vaccinations and we commend the NSW
Government for listening and acting on our concerns,” Mr O’Hara said today.

“RFNSW has maintained that it’s crucial that our truckies are given the best possible
protection,  if they are expected to be working on the frontline throughout the
pandemic, whilst the wider community is in lockdown.

“Giving truckies this immediate access to vaccines in these COVID hotspots makes
sense and will ensure freight keeps moving and there aren’t any disruptions to our
supply chains during these difficult times.”

About Road Freight NSW
Road Freight NSW began in 1893 and developed into the NSW Road Transport
Association for 100 years. Before becoming known as ATA NSW in 2007. The
organisation is a respected advocate for trucking operators, as a conduit to
government, regulators and enforcement agencies. In 2015 the new name, Road
Freight NSW (RFNSW), articulates our independent and authoritative viewpoint thanks
to our respected executive leadership and the passion and expertise of members
contributing to the Policy Council. 

RFNSW media contact: Richard Lenarduzzi 0411 254 390

Please scroll down for a notice from TfNSW regarding the latest announcements.

Simon O'Hara
RoadFreight NSW

Membership Benefits

Road Freight NSW provides members
with key connections, the most up-to-
date, relevant information and effective
advocacy. We provide these services to
our membership to support them with
compliance and safety and to improve
their productivity and professionalism.
To find out more about what we
offer, click here to download our
membership brochure.

To minimise movement and protect the people of NSW from
the evolving COVID-19 outbreak, new restrictions have
been introduced for all of regional NSW, effective from
5pm Saturday 14 August 2021 until 12.01am Sunday 22
August 2021. 

The amended Public Health (COVID-19 Additional
Restrictions for Delta Outbreak) Amendment (No 27)
Order 2021 has now been published.

The requirements in the Order relevant to the freight
industry are:

The restrictions apply to any person who lives in or
whose usual place of work is in NSW.
A person cannot enter regional NSW from outside
regional NSW without a reasonable excuse. Work is a
reasonable excuse where it cannot be done from
home.
A person within regional NSW must comply with the
stay-at-home order and must not be away from their
residence or temporary accommodation without a
reasonable excuse, which includes:

Shopping for food or other essential goods and
services
Medical care or compassionate needs (including
to get a COVID-19 vaccination unless you have
been identified as a close contact)
Exercise outdoors in groups of two or fewer
(unless members of the same household) up to
10km from your home
To attend a wedding or a funeral, within
regional NSW, limited to ten people.
Work, including freight, where this work cannot
be done from home.

Masks must be worn indoors (not including the home)
and in outdoor settings where you cannot socially
distance from others (eg. while queuing for takeaway).
Businesses that sell take-away food and drink or
provide accommodation are able to remain open.

New restrictions for local government areas
of concern, and Greater Sydney

From 12.01am on 16 August 2021, the following new
restrictions will apply:

In declared areas, being local government areas of
concern, workers entering residential premises can
only perform prescribed work that is necessary or
performed in an outdoor area with no more than five
workers.
In declared areas, a person is no longer permitted to
leave their home for outdoor recreation. A person
may leave their home to exercise or to supervise a
child who is exercising.
In Greater Sydney, a person must only shop for goods
and services in their LGA or within 5km of their home.
In Greater Sydney, excluding the declared areas,
exercise and recreation must be done within the LGA
or no further than 5km from home.

COVID-19 testing requirements

 Freight workers living or staying in regional NSW:

Do not need to get tested unless symptomatic
In line with the National Freight Protocol we strongly
encourage regular testing every seven days as part of
your COVID Safety Plans.

 Freight workers living or staying in Greater Sydney:

Must have a COVID-19 test on a rolling seven day basis

Join RF NSW Today

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

Freight News, June 2021
GREATER SYDNEY LOCKDOWN

A message from our CEO
As predicted in this newsletter back in February 2021 the variants of COVID-19 would 
break through the bulwark of Australian defences and push us towards another 
lockdown.

The delta variant (and the delta plus variant) have all made short work of us. 
Nevertheless and regardless of the issue or the problems, freight needs to keep 
moving and we need to ensure that, as people abide by home lockdowns, there is 
enough food, medicines and masks for everyone.

Please note that Health Orders change and they can change very quickly given the 
circumstances.

I have encapsulated the TfNSW latest update below for you and I would like to 
acknowledge TfNSW for putting this out in short order for the freight industry. This 
update now includes other states and should assist with planned travel over the 
borders. I have received a number of queries from members over the weekend and if 
you have queries, please email them to me.

If you are not a member, join! and avail yourself of some great offers like the BP offer 
below and assist the industry in the NSW. You also get personalised advice and 
advocacy on issues that effect your business.

For your own interest, the number of people seeking vaccines has risen significantly 
over the weekend. In the last couple of weeks, a new vaccine has come online after 
tests that delivers much better results against COVID, its variants and the side effects 
are significantly less. You can read about it here. 

Public Health Alert - NSW 

Dear Freight Industry,

The Public Health (COVID-19 Temporary Movement and Gathering Restrictions) 
Order 2021 commenced at 7:08pm Saturday 26 June 2021 and is in place until 
12.01am Saturday 10 July 2021.

Greater Sydney including the Central Coast, Shellharbour and Wollongong local 
government areas

A stay at home direction applies to people who live (including temporary
accommodation) or regularly work in Greater Sydney including anyone who has
been in this area any time since 12.01am 21 June. 
Freight workers are allowed to leave their place of residence and Greater
Sydney for work as that work cannot be carried out at home. 
Masks must be worn in indoor areas excluding residential premises.  This
includes vehicles, including road and rail freight vehicles, if you are travelling in
those vehicles with others who are not members of your household.
Employers must allow employees to work from home if it is reasonably
practicable to do so.

Regional NSW (all areas outside of Greater Sydney including the Central Coast,
Shellharbour and Wollongong local government areas)

Masks must be worn in indoor areas excluding residential premises.  This
includes vehicles, including road and rail freight vehicles, if you are travelling in
those vehicles with others who are not members of your household.
Employers must allow employees to work from home if it is reasonably
practicable to do so.
Premises must not have more than 25 people or 1 person per 4sqm of space.
The usual exemptions for commercial tour vessels apply.

The situation and advice is changing frequently.  Please monitor the NSW
Government website for the most up to date advice.  For testing sites near you visit
the NSW Health website.  Anyone, even with the mildest of symptoms should get
tested and isolate until they have the result.   

Having a COVID-19 Safety Plan which includes encouraging freight workers to
undertake voluntary COVID-19 testing on a rolling 7 day basis is a key strategy to
reduce the spread of Coronavirus. NSW continues to provide the following freight
friendly COVID testing sites which operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week:

Taree Service Centre, Pacific Highway map 
Narrabarba rest area, Princes Highway map 
Forbes Caltex Service Centre, Newell Highway map 
Narrandera Roadhouse, Newell Highway map  
Tarcutta truck change-over yard, Sydney Street, off Hume Highway map

For the latest information on border entry requirements for other states and
territories you should visit the website for the state or territory you will be travelling
to, provided in the links below. We advise that you keep up to date as requirements
could change at short notice.

Australian Capital Territory (ACT)
Queensland
Northern Territory
South Australia
Tasmania
Victoria
Western Australia

Thank you for your continued efforts to keep freight moving safely and we will
continue to keep you updated through this period.

Simon O'Hara
RoadFreight NSW

Membership Benefits

Road Freight NSW provides members
with key connections, the most up-to-
date, relevant information and effective
advocacy. We provide these services to
our membership to support them with
compliance and safety and to improve
their productivity and professionalism.
To find out more about what we
offer, click here to download our
membership brochure.

Join RF NSW Today

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

Freight News, 31 August 2021
RFNSW ANNOUNCES GROWTH IN MEMBERSHIP 

DURING PANDEMIC PLUS MUCH MORE

A message from our CEO
Media Release: Sydney, Australia. 31 August, 2021. 

RFNSW ANNOUNCES GROWTH IN MEMBERSHIP DURING PANDEMIC

Road Freight NSW (RFNSW) has announced that its ongoing campaigning and advocacy for
its members and partners during the COVID pandemic has reflected increasing growth in
membership of the peak body over the past six months.

Chief Executive Simon O’Hara said today RFNSW has been front and centre of the crisis
throughout 2020 and 2021, advocating on behalf of truck drivers and business owners on a
range of issues impacting their everyday working lives, including: police allowing freight to
keep operating as an essential service; border delays; fatigue management flexibility; rapid
COVID tests and priority vaccination access for truckies and ensuring toilets and service
facilities remain open and that drivers are treated with the dignity and respect they deserve.

Mr O’Hara said today: “It’s been a really tough 18-months for our freight and transport
industry and RFNSW is proud to be supporting our members out on the frontline
throughout the pandemic.

“RFNSW is working hard to ensure our members’ voices are heard within Government, the
media and the wider community, so truckies can stay safe and healthy and that freight
keeps moving throughout critical supply chains.

“We’re pleased that RFNSW has already achieved several wins for industry, such as freight
being deemed ‘authorised workers’ under Health Orders to ensure vital supplies continue to
our community, getting shelter installed for truckies waiting outside for COVID tests, getting
Government to prioritise vaccination access for freight workers and partnering with private
contractor BAMS on the delivery of testing and vaccinations at workplaces in COVID
hotspots.

“In addition to our ongoing advocacy, RFNSW is also offering discounts on BP fuel and free
workplace relations advice for the Australian Industry Group, which is proving to be
extremely useful for members.”  

Mr O’Hara said RFNSW welcomes its new members and partners:  

DHL Supply Chain
TOLL
SWIFT Transport
BAMS
Don Watson Transport and Cold Stores
Starkey Freight Services
Pertamina Lubricants and their Principal Distributor for Australia, Business
Automotive Solutions
Fuel Infrastructure Management Australia

About Road Freight NSW
Road Freight NSW began in 1893 and developed into the NSW Road Transport Association
for 100 years. Before becoming known as ATA NSW in 2007. The organisation is a respected
advocate for trucking operators, as a conduit to government, regulators and enforcement
agencies. In 2015 the new name, Road Freight NSW (RFNSW), articulates our independent
and authoritative viewpoint thanks to our respected executive leadership and the passion
and expertise of members contributing to the Policy Council.

RFNSW media contact: Richard Lenarduzzi 0411 254 390

Update on other COVID Matters...

Rapid Testing u-turn last Friday night

We have made a request for compensation from the NSW State Government regarding the
change of policy late Friday night by NSW Health regarding Rapid Antigen Testing (RAT).
Some businesses have made investments of over 50k in anticipation of the policies in place
up until last Friday night.

Interstate Truckers

We have asked TfNSW and ServiceNSW for some clarity on interstate truckies and we will
keep you updated on progress. Particularly around the webform used by ServiceNSW.

Wetherill Park Testing Site Closure

We have asked whether another facility for truckies will open in Wetherill Park given the
exisiting one is closing this Friday for good. We were not made aware of this change prior to
it being announced. We note new testing facilities have come online in other parts of NSW.
More details below.

Protests

We understand truckies frustrations, but these protests aren't the way to go about getting
your voice heard.

China Trade

Shanghai’s Pudong International Airport has shut down its cargo zone after five workers
tested positive to Covid.

Meanwhile, one of the world’s busiest container ports has fully reopened.

The Meishan section of China’s Ningbo-Zhoushan port, south of Shanghai, was shut down
on August 11 after an employee tested positive for coronavirus. China has pursued an
aggressive zero tolerance approach to combating the virus.

Local officials have confirmed all operations have resumed with stringent health protocols
in place, but the delays are expected to further pinch container availability and lead to
congestion at other Asian ports while the backlog is cleared.

Even if there are no additional closures it is likely that container prices will rise on lower
availability in the coming weeks due to the lag between liner schedule disruption and
container availability and pricing.

TfNSW updates and Ai Group Updates

Please scroll down for more information.

Priority COVID Jab Bookings

Get the jab!

Authorised workers who live in LGAs of concern

Anyone aged 16-39 who live in LGAs of concern

Childcare, disability, and food workers who live or work in LGAs of concern

Vale Senator Alex Gallacher - a man who has contributed to Road Freight for many
decades.

Simon O'Hara
RoadFreight NSW

Membership Benefits
Road Freight NSW provides members 
with key connections, the most up-to-
date, relevant information and effective 
advocacy. We provide these services to 
our membership to support them with 
compliance and safety and to improve 
their productivity and professionalism.

To find out more about what we
offer, click here to download our
membership brochure.

COVID 19 – Update for members

Ai Group has prepared advice for employers covering: 

Join RF NSW Today

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate
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2019 CONFERENCE 
HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zzztgaot6Y
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WHY 
PARTNER  
WITH US?
• Promote your brand to a growing body  

of NSW Operators

• Connect with your target market in NSW  
to create new business opportunities

• Network with some of the leading operators  
in NSW freight and transport

• Enhance relationships with existing clients

• Develop potential strategic partnerships

PROMOTE CONNECT NETWORK
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PARTNERSHIP 
BENEFITS
Let us tailor a partnership program that works 
for you.  Let us know your objectives so that 
we can work together to come up with a 
partnership option that meets your needs.

Possible options include:

• Logo on the RFNSW 2022 conference Partners 
Page with content and links to their website

• Acknowledgment in all RFNSW 2022 
conference marketing including digital and 
printed collateral

• Acknowledgment in all pre and post conference 
and award promotion across RFNSW’s 
website, emails and social media platforms

• Exclusive feature in one issue of RFNSW 
Freight News circulated to more than 1500 
subscribers and posted on RFNSW website 
and social media platforms

• Acknowledgement by MC 

• Opportunity for a 5 minute address  
to the conference delegates

• Opportunities for photos and trucking 
industry media coverage

• Opportunity to circulate marketing collateral 
to delegates

• Opportunity to provide a promotional incentive 
or gift for RFNSW conference delegates

• Option to purchase ad space in Freight  
News for ongoing brand recognition
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Awards Partner
The Awards lunch partner will be acknowledged by 
the MC and welcomed to the stage to address the 
audience. A co-branded media board will be provided 
for the Awards lunch partner for photo opportunities 
with the winners and the Road Freight NSW Executive. 
The Award categories are:

1. Outstanding Contribution to the NSW Trucking 
Industry Award

2. NSW Professional Driver of the Year Award

3. NSW Transport Woman of the Year Award

4. NSW Top Technical and Maintenance Award

5. NSW Best Safety Culture Award

Cost:  $20,000 + GST 
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Covid Awards Partner
This year we will have a special set of four awards 
recognising the outstanding contribution of our 
members during the COVID Pandemic.

The Covid Awards partner will be acknowledged by 
the MC and welcomed to the stage to address the 
audience. A co-branded media board will be provided 
for the Awards lunch partner for photo opportunities 
with the winners and the Road Freight NSW Executive. 

Cost:  $5,000 + GST each (4 available)



15

PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Event App Partner 
Promote your brand, products and team in one 
seamless application.  We can upload partner profiles, 
product brochures, videos or even run a poll for you 
– the possibilities are endless.  The app also has a 
unique Tinder-like networking tool that helps delegates 
interact and gain valuable business contacts at the 
conference.

Cost:  $12,000 + GST  
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Video & Photography Partner
This partner will have full access to the conference 
photo gallery with the ability to download any images 
they choose. The partner will have naming rights to the 
conference highlights video. They will also have a photo 
opportunity with the RFNSW Board and a five minute 
video shoot on the day of the conference.  Brief and 
script to be agreed and fully developed prior to  
the conference.

See the 2019 video here

Cost:  $10,000 + GST 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zzztgaot6Y
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Registration Partner
The Registration Partner has the opportunity  
to display a pull up banner in the registration area,  
meet and greet delegates as they arrive and provide  
a co-branded delegate gift bag.

Cost:  $10,000 + GST 

Conference Notebook & Pen Partner
Your company logo on the conference notebook and  
a brochure placed inside the front cover (maximum 
size A4).  Your company logo on the conference pen. 

Cost: $10,000 + GST
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Coffee Cart Partner
The coffee cart partner will be invited to display their 
logo on the coffee cart available through the day.

Cost: $6,000 + GST

Sponsored Photography Portraits
Whether its for Linkedin, WhatsApp or for your mum! 
We all need a good portrait of ourselves in the digital 
world to put our best foot forward. A co-branded media 
board will be provided for the photo opportunities.

Cost: $6,500 each + GST



19

PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Mental Health Speaker
COVID has compounded an already existing epidemic 
in our society: mental health. Be the speaker who 
defines the challenge for NSW freight!

Cost: $5,000 + GST

Road Safety Speaker
Road Safety is an essential part of freight and our 
community. Why not turn NSW freight’s attention to 
this important safety challenge?

Cost: $5,000 + GST
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Activation Partner
The Activation Partner will be able to showcase or  
demonstrate a product to enhance engagement with 
the conference delegates.

Cost: $5,000 + GST 

Business Break Partner
The Business Break Partner will be acknowledged by the 
MC with their logo on screen and have the opportunity 
to address the audience for five minutes prior to the 
break. Banners can also be displayed in business break 
area and brochures placed at each table setting.

Cost: $5,000 + GST
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Individual Award Partner
The Individual Award Partner will have brand 
recognition throughout the promotion of the Awards 
and during the presentation of the award.

Cost: $4,000 + GST

Post Conference Networking  
Drinks Partner
The post conference networking drinks partner will be 
invited to address delegates for 5 minutes and display 
2 x standard pull up banners in the drinks area. 

Cost: $4,000 + GST
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PARTNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

Lanyard Partner
The Lanyard partner will have their logo printed on 
both sides of the conference Lanyards.

Cost: $3,500 + GST

Conference Session Partner
The conference session partner’s logo will be displayed  
on screen and acknowledged by the MC.

Cost: $3,000 + GST
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To find out more, please get in touch:
Simon O’Hara

CEO, Road Freight NSW (RFNSW)

0400 188 815 
simon.ohara@rfnsw.com.au

56 Fitzroy Street, Marrickville NSW 2004

THANK YOU

mailto:simon.ohara%40rfnsw.com.au?subject=

